at the time of the main archive's presentation, has been left there rather than reintegrated with the family papers-the finished catalogue to the latter makes cross-references as necessary). The collection was sorted and listed over a two-year period and completed in summer 1995, the final adjustments to the catalogue taking place in the last quarter of 1995.
The Hodgkin Family Papers Thomas Hodgkin MD (1798-1866), or "Uncle Doctor" as he was known to succeeding generations, has already been mentioned. Trained as a doctor in Edinburgh and Paris, from 1825 he was employed at Guy's Hospital as Inspector of the Dead and Curator of the Museum, conducting autopsies and creating a collection of specimens illustrative of a system of pathology. His observation of morbid growths in the lymphatic system led to the first description of what Sir Samuel Wilks was later to name Hodgkin's Disease in his honour. However, a clash with the hospital's autocratic Treasurer, Benjamin Harrison, resulted in his being passed over for promotion and he resigned in 1837.
Although he subsequently spent a few years at St Thomas's, increasingly he gave his energy to the philanthropic causes that had always occupied his spare time, interests centring on investigation of the cultures of conquered peoples and advocacy of their rights, within Britain's empire and beyond it. With Sir Moses Montefiore he travelled to the Holy Land and Morocco to plead for better treatment for Jews in those areas; it was on a journey to the former that he died in 1866, and he is buried in Jaffa.
Thomas Hodgkin MD married relatively late and left no children: it is from his younger brother, John Hodgkin junior (1800-1875),3 that the contemporary Hodgkin family descends. The latter practised law into his early forties but then, like his brother, devoted himself to philanthropic activity, becoming a Quaker minister, mobilizing relief efforts during the Irish famine, and campaigning for religious tolerance at home and abroad. He married three times and left children by each marriage. His first wife, Elizabeth Howard Hodgkin (1803-1836), was the daughter of the meteorologist and chemist Luke Howard (1772-1864),4 perhaps best known for his system of describing clouds which, with a few modifications, is that which is used today. The bulk of the Howard family papers are deposited elsewhere, chiefly in the Greater London Record Office (an appendix to the catalogue directs users of the archive to related material in other repositories), but the family is well represented in this collection: in addition to Elizabeth Howard's papers there is material relating to her father and her sister Rachel (1804 Rachel ( -1837 . The wife of her brother Robert, Rachel Howard (nee Lloyd) (1803-1892), who was known in the family as Rachel Robert Howard to avoid confusion, is also represented, as is her sister, Sarah Fox (nee Lloyd) . Elizabeth Howard Hodgkin died in childbirth in 1835, her fifth child surviving only a few days. Her four other children all lived to marry and have descendants of their own. John Eliot Hodgkin (1829 Hodgkin ( -1912 became an engineer and a collector of books and manuscripts; Thomas Hodgkin junior 5 founded a bank (later merged with Lloyds) and had a parallel career as a historian; Mariabella Hodgkin (1833 Hodgkin ( -1930 married the lawyer, Edward Fry (her children included Roger Fry the art critic) and Elizabeth Hodgkin (1834 Hodgkin ( -1918 married the architect Alfred Waterhouse. The descendants of all four are represented in the collection but it is the children of Thomas Hodgkin junior who are most prominent, since it was he who had custody of the family papers and his children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren who administered the collection until its presentation to the Wellcome Institute. The arrangement of documents thus performs to a large extent the work of a subject index, guiding the researcher to the areas of the archive required. A personal names index, however, will be necessary, to ensure that researchers are able to make best use of the huge number of letters in the collection (over 7,500): it needs to be possible for the reader to bring together, intellectually, all the letters written by a given individual or all the letters to that individual. In a few cases the index will also cover third parties-for example, the names of persons concerning whom a letter gives a diagnosis or post-mortem report-but clearly it would not be possible, without delaying the appearance of a catalogue unreasonably, to index every person mentioned in every letter.
The Material in the Collection Consideration of the arrangement of the different parts of the collection leads naturally to a more detailed description of types of material represented.
The papers of Thomas Hodgkin MD are of course of greatest interest to the medical historian. As is the case with almost all the individuals' documents, his correspondence forms the largest part of the papers, letters to or from his immediate family being kept in a separate series. The letters testify to a wide range of scientific interests, beginning with early letters to his brother in which, apprenticed to the apothecaries Glaisyer and Kemp in Hove, he discusses the geology of the area. His subsequent medical career is well documented in a mass of papers that range from published material to the roughest of notes. The twin strands of his career-medical research, and the organization of medical education and of the profession as a whole-are both well-represented. Of Hodgkin's philanthropic concerns, and general interest in the peoples of the areas at that time being colonized by the European nations, are also a dominant strand. Correspondence and other papers document his involvement in the struggle against slavery. As a teenager he worked briefly for the pharmacist William Allen (1770-1843),6 whose Plough Court premises were a centre for abolitionist activity; here he met the veteran campaigner Thomas Clarkson (1760-1846),7 with whom he corresponded until the latter's death. However, from the first there were differences in opinion between Clarkson and Hodgkin, centring on treatments of indigenous peoples by European explorers or colonists. The older man and his associates assumed the centrality of Christian missionary work to any humanitarian activity amongst indigenous peoples, whilst the young Hodgkin, in an 'Essay on the promotion of civilization' now available in the family archive (PP/HO/D/D99), argued that such activity had proved at best useless, the message confused by sectarian differences amongst missionaries or discredited by their association with a culture that simultaneously forced the "natives" into economic dependence. The early difference of opinion is significant in several ways. Firstly, it is an indication of the stress that Hodgkin laid upon the material well-being of indigenous peoples, as enabling them to co-exist with European colonists without erosion of their culture. Such considerations doubtless contributed to his support for the colonization projects in which freed American slaves travelled to Africa, setting up colonies such as Liberia to act as a points from which more "advanced" economic practices would spread across the continent. One theory behind such enterprises was that increased economic prosperity in West Africa would strangle the slave trade by providing alternative income for those African kingdoms involved in it; they were, none the less, seen as a betrayal of the cause by abolitionists, as tinkering with the evil of slavery rather than destroying it. Here too Hodgkin's early difference with Clarkson is significant, as an indication of how it was possible for persons pursuing the same objectives to end up in opposite camps over the means of that pursuit. Thus Hodgkin's associate, the abolitionist Sir Thomas Fowell Buxton,8 first president of the Aborigines Protection Society (founded in 1837 largely as a result of Hodgkin's efforts, and into which Hodgkin was to put much time and money over the rest of his life), was In the same letter, Elizabeth notes that "Johnny is making engines, trains &c with stools": the game of making a train out of lined-up chairs is clearly as old as rail travel itself (without this explanation John Hodgkin junior would have found a reference in a note from his young son rather cryptic: "I ride on the donkey sometimes and I walk in the grounds.... I have stools for the train..
." [PP/HO/E/A247]).
Ackworth Villa 28.5.47
Yesterday we saw a swarm of bees shaken into the hive, it was very amusing to see the swann clinging in a lump on the bough.... we attended a lecture on astronomy, which we liked very well on the whole, though it was a little dry.... A few days ago we went to see the foundations of the normal school or (as the people lhere call it) "the college". They dig the stone for building on the spot, and they have found several fossils in so doing, some of which, Grandfather [Luke Howard] bought. (2[nd day]) Yesterday we went to the second astronomical lecture which was much more interesting than the first ... [PP/HO/EIA250] A printed transcript, of-course, cannot convey the children's handwriting, which evolves from a rather wobbly copperplate in the earliest letters, clearly based on the calligraphy of their writing-master grandfather, John Hodgkin senior, to a more individual adult hand. As the children's painstaking attempts at calligraphy show, high standards of intellectual labour and precision were set. At one point in the summer of 1847 Elizabeth mentions that their brother Thomas Hodgkin junior is visiting: "We are now sitting in the little library (before breakfast) with Thommy who is writing his translations"; later that morning he is said to be teaching Euclid to Mariabella. "He seems very diligent", comments Elizabeth (PP/HO/E/A282). His own letters to his father during this period give weekly reports on his studies. That these high standards could grate is evident in the occasional irritation in letters between John Hodgkin junior and John Eliot Hodgkin., his eldest son, when the latter-apprenticed to an engineer in Ipswich-sometimes failed to show the business-like promptitude in replying to letters that his father expected of him.
Through the thousands of letters in the collection the detail of this close-knit community emerges. It is slightly withdrawn from the society around it. Friends' difference is emphasized in a hundred small ways. For example, letters are dated using numbers rather than "pagan" names for days and months (the point at which Luke Howard and others of his family leave the Society of Friends is signalled by the appearance of names such as "Monday" or "April" rather than "2nd day" or "4th month"); Thomas Hodgkin MD, a medical student in Edinburgh lodging in St Patrick's Square, dates all his letters from "Patrick Square", "Saint" being in the eyes of the Friends an empty title; his younger brother, entering Lincoln's Inn, has scruples over the few pennies of his rent that might go to the upkeep of the chapel and thus of the established Church, and-cannot enrol until the issue is resolved with the Inn's administration. Simultaneously, however, the community is engaged in a wide range of interests and activities, in touch with similarlyminded individuals across the world. As an illustration of one of the non-conformist milieus that energized so much of Britain's eighteenth-and nineteenth-century social and industrial progress, the Hodgkin archive is a source of considerable richness. Hodgkin MD and his cousin Sarah Rickman (nee Godlee).12 There is evidence of family members at least contemplating suppressing actions seen as discreditable: one note, detached from the item it once described, calls for that item's destruction on the grounds that it documented a foolish action resented by the family (PP/HO/J/D28). On the other hand, that such suggestions were not necessarily acted upon is indicated by a note by Elizabeth Waterhouse (nee Hodgkin), which states (a propos of her father's letters) that "The ringworm letter [dating from 1823 and giving details of his gradual recovery from that condition, inter alia] should in filial piety be burnt" but remains attached to that very letter, its instructions not acted upon (PP/HO/E/A535). There is evidence that the primary motivation for the selection of documents was to compress the archive rather than to sanitise it: for example, the label to the group of papers relating to the executorship of Thomas Hodgkin MD's estate (PP/HO/D/B291-B327) explicitly stated that the bulk of them had been destroyed, but the papers remain informative on the embezzlement of funds by William Coppinger, an incident that one would judge a candidate for censorship had that been a priority. It is also fair to note at this point that where issues remain Christopher Hilton undocumented for all the various collections of relevant material in different record repositories, it may be because material has failed to survive simply through chance rather than because of deliberate suppression.
None of these caveats should be allowed to obscure the richness of the collection. For research into the individuals documented (chiefly of course, Thomas Hodgkin MD, but to a lesser extent other significant figures such as Luke Howard), into the medical or wider scientific milieus of the early nineteenth century or into the Quaker community of that time, the collection is a major source and a significant addition to the Institute's holdings. The archive has occasionally been used as a source before13 but much presumably remains to be brought to light by the researcher. It is the Institute's good fortune to be able to present these papers for study. 13 Access to the collection has been granted to biographers of Thomas Hodgkin MD. Drs A M and E H Kass also organized the microfilming of portions of the archive; copies of the film have been made available in various repositories, including the Wellcome Institute (Western Manuscripts Department: WMS/MF/3).
